
BEHIND      55%AI-Zn 
 COATED STEEL?

YOUR

WHO IS STANDING

The Zinc Aluminium Coaters Association offers 
34 licensed members  worldwide



KNOW YOUR GALVALUME  
(55% Al-Zn COATED) SHEET’S 
PEDIGREE FOR LONG SERVICE LIFE. 
Unlike galvanized steel where the product’s service life is 
directly proportional to the zinc coating weight, GALVALUME 
steel sheet’s service life is not only affected by coating 
weight, it is also influenced by other coating characteristics 
(microstructure, e.g., coating uniformity, etc.). The product 
has to be produced within a narrow quality window to provide 
its characteristically long service life.

 
55% Al-Zn COATED SHEET FROM 
LICENSED PRODUCERS IS CRITICAL 
FOR GOOD PRODUCT PERFORMANCE 
& LONG SERVICE LIFE: 
GALVALUME sheet – 55% Al-Zn coated sheet steel is 
manufactured via a proprietary technology and knowhow. 
Developed and commercialized by Bethlehem Steel in 1972, 
the manufacturing technology for 55% Al-Zn coated sheet 
has been licensed and continually refined over the past  
five decades. This know-how is only available to 
licensed producers. 

 
WHAT IS THE SERVICE LIFE 
EXPECTANCY OF LICENSED 
GALVALUME SHEET? 
Service life expectancy of GALVALUME sheet has gradually 
been increased from 20 to 60 years, based on longer 
term data from actual building installations. This 60 year 
service life of GALVALUME sheet is endorsed by The Athena 
Institute and included in their Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) 
calculator. This three-fold increase in estimated service 
life is the result of continual refinement to the production 
technology and the recommendations for good practices for 
design, installation, and maintenance of GALVALUME sheet. 
Sourcing product from a licensed supplier is the assurance 
for obtaining long service life.

DOES YOUR 55% Al-Zn PRODUCT  
COME FROM A LICENSED PRODUCER? 

G A LVA L U M E .C O M 

The strength of the ZAC Association is that members:

•	 �Have a deep understanding of the product and its 
performance through sharing of information 

•	 �Share and benchmark best practices to assure 
product quality and consistency amongst licensed 
producers.

•	 �Have unique up-to-date information of product 
performance in all climates throughout the world.

•	 �New licensed producers have dedicated Technology 
Transfer when at start of  production of 55% Al-Zn 
coated steels — they have decades of experience  
to help them ensure a successful and reliable  
start-up.

STRENGTH OF  
LICENSED PRODUCERS:

WE DO KNOW  
UNLICENSED PRODUCERS:

•	 �Do not have a mature understanding of  
optimum production methods, and of product 
performance in a wide variety of applications and 
environmental conditions.

•	 �Cannot access the most recent information on  
55% Al-Zn products and cannot access a global 
network of peers in the ZAC membership for  
advice and assistance.

•	 �Unlicensed facilities frequently use outdated 
technologies and/or design flaws.

•	 �Sourcing 55% Al-Zn coated steels from unlicensed 
manufacturers carries higher risks of long-term 
delivery issues; of product deficiencies; and, of 
product non-performance in your application.

•	 �No assurance of proper 55% Al-Zn coating weight 
or microstructure.

•	 �Distraught consumers of unlicensed product 
regularly contact ZAC for assistance with 
quality issues, when the substandard product 
fails prematurely, or they are unable to get 
technical support from the unlicensed producers.  
Unfortunately, ZAC cannot assist them and  
advises them to source product from licensed 
producers only.

Recently, some unlicensed manufacturers have begun to  
produce 55% Al-Zn coated steels marketing them with an  
implicit guarantee that they will perform ‘like GALVALUME.’  
Will they? They might, but who will be there for you if it doesn’t?

These risk profiles are totally changed by 
sourcing products from licensed manufacturers 
of 55% Al-Zn coated steels. Licensed 
manufacturers are supported by the strength of 
the global ZAC Association in the manufacture 
and application of 55% Al-Zn coated steels 
and, licensed manufacturers are committed to 
maintaining the integrity and reputation of the 
world’s fastest-growing construction product.

ASK FOR THE BEST

MEMBERS IN
19 COUNTRIES
6 CONTINENTS

CONTINUALLY 
REFINING
TECHNOLOGY

SHEET LIFE
EXPECTANCY

W H O  I S  S TA N D I N G  B E H I N D  T H E  C O I L?

Licensed GALVALUME producers 
collaborate in a global industry 
trade association the Zinc Aluminum 
Coaters (ZAC) Association, so that 
their knowledge of how to make 
the product and how it performs in 
service is continually updated.

The ZAC Association has members in 19 countries 
on six continents. The Association exists solely for 
members to share up-to-date intellectual property 
on product performance, product developments, 
manufacturing enhancements, and market 
development. 

As licensed producers, ZAC Association members 
have a commitment to understand how best to 
make the product to satisfy customer expectations 
because each member has a stake in maintaining 
product’s integrity and reputation, the product’s mark 
of excellence. Member companies have multiple 
technical publications and guidelines for design, 
handling and maintenance.

Galvalume® is a registered trademark of BIEC and is used  
by its licensed producers worldwide.



GALVALUME®, ALUZINC®, ZINCALUME®, SUPERGALUM®, HY-GALUM®, GALVASTAR®, ZINTRO-ALUM®, CINCALUM®, UNILUME®  
are internationally recognized and registered trademarks of BIEC International Inc. or one of its licensed producers.


